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Block 1: From questionnaire to SPSS saved file
1.3.3.7 [Exercise] SPSS for real - my first saved file [Updated 7 Sep 2010]

Previous session: 1.3.3.6 [Tutorial] SPSS for real - my first saved file
Specimen syntax to read raw data file into SPSS Data Editor using DATA LIST
Open a new syntax file and carefully type in the following:

title 'My first proper SPSS job'.

datalist file 'c:\\Documents and Settings\Owner\Desktop\myclass\myclass.txt'

records 1

/1 serial 1-2
v4 to v8 4-8
v10to v12 10-12
vli4d 14
v16to v20 16 - 20
sex 22
v24 24
age 26-27
metres 29-32
feet 34
inches 36-37 .

E= *Syntax3 - PASW Statistics Syntax Editor
File Edit Miew Data Transform Analyze Graphs Utities Add-ons  Run  Toole Window Help

CHEG e~ IBLAR PO I8 & Y

title 1 title "My first proper SPSS job' . -
data list 2
3 [ldatalist file 'a‘\myclass\class_dat’
4 records 1
5 M senal 1-2
5 vd tova 4-8
7 w10 to v12 1012
IB vid 14
g w16 to w20 16 - 20
10 sex 22
11 w24 24
12 age 26-27
13 metres 29-32
14 feet 34
15 O inches 36-37 .
-k =

[ PASW Statistics Processorisready | | [n16Colo | [num |

Syntax file for reading entire data

Click Run > All



The SPSS output repeats the syntax (ignored here) and looks like this..

Data List will read 1 records from A:\myclass.txt
Variable Rec Start End Format
serial 1 1 2 F2.0
v4 1 4 4 F1.0
v5 1 5 5 F1.0
V6 1 6 6 F1.0
v 1 7 7 F1.0
v8 1 8 8 F1.0
v10 1 10 10 F1.0
v1ll 1 11 11 F1.0
v1l2 1 12 12 F1.0
v1d 1 14 14 F1.0
v1lo6 1 16 16 F1.0
v17 1 17 17 F1.0
v1s8 1 18 18 F1.0
v19 1 19 19 F1.0
v20 1 20 20 F1.0
sex 1 22 22 F1.0
v24 1 24 24 F1.0
age 1 26 27 F2.0
metres 1 29 32 F4.0
feet 1 34 34 F1.0
inches 1 36 37 F2.0

[Note that positional variable names make it much easier to check that they have been read
from the correct (start and end) columns]

The SPSS Data Editor in Variable View will have filled up to look like this:

£ "Untitled7 [] - PASW Statistics Data Editor (=3

File  Edit View Data Transform  Analyze Graphs  Uiities  Add-ons  Window  Help
SHe | « ~ Bl i M Bl 019® 6
| Mame || Type || Width || Decimals || Lahel || Walues || Mlissing || Calumns ” Align || MWeasure ||

1 |seria| |Numeric 2 0 Mane Maone g = Right Unknown “

2 wil Murneric 1 0 Mone Mane 4 = Unknown

3 w5 Murneric 1 0 Mone Mane 4 = Unknown

4 e Murneric 1 0 Mone Mane 4 = Unknown

5 W7 Mumeric 1 0 Mane Mone 4 = Unknown

B L] Murneric 1 0 Mone Mane 4 = Unknown

7 w10 Murneric 1 0 Mone Mane g = Unknown

8 w1 Murneric 1 0 Mone Mane g = Unknown

9 w12 Mumeric 1 0 Mone Mone a = Unknown

10 w14 Mumeric 1 0 Mane Mane =3 = Unknown

11 w16 Murneric 1 0 Mone Mane g = Unknown

12 w7 Murneric 1 0 Mone Mane g = Unknown

13 ¥18 Mumeric 1 0 Mane Mane 4 = Unknawn

14 w18 Mumeric 1 0 Mane Mone g = Unknown

15 w20 Murneric 1 0 Mone Mane g = Unknown

16 sex Murneric 1 0 Mone Mane g = Unknown

17 ¥24 Mumeric 1 0 Mane Mane a = Unknawn

18 age MNumeric 2 0 Mane Maone =3 = Unknown

19 metres Murneric 4 0 Mone Mane g = Unknown

20 fest Murneric 1 0 Mone Mane B = Unknown

21 inches Murneric 2 0 Mone Mane g = Unknown —

u“—lﬂ_

Data ‘iew || Variable View
| |PASW Statistics Processor is ready | | | | |

Data Editor in Variable View after all data has been defined, but not yet read in.



SPSS does not actually read the data until required to make a pass through the data by an
analytical procedure or by the EXECUTE command, so the Data View will again be empty for
the moment, but your variable names are now listed at the top of each column.

2it *Untitled? [] - PASW Statistics Data Editor
File  Edit “iew Data Transform  Analyze Graphs  Uilties  Add-ons Window  Help

EE 400 %

‘ ‘ |V\s|b|e: 21 of 21 Yariables

[ cerial | w [ w | e | [ e | win | et | w2z | w4 | v | w7 | wie | we | w0 | sex |
=

| ;
I 1

[H]

4

Data View | &tiakle Yigw

| |PAS\N Statistics Processor is ready |

Go back to the syntax file and add the command execute .

E= *Syntax3 - PASW Statistics Syntax Editor

File Edit WView Data Transform Analyze Graphs Utiities Add-ons  Run  Toolz  Window  Help
SHe I e E&%ﬂﬂb.@iéé%I
l QOB B W
1 title "My first proper SPSS job’ .
data list 2
execute 3 Cldatalist  file 'a\myclassiclass dat’
4 records 1
5 M serial 1-2
B vd to va 4-8
7 v10 to w12 10-12
a vid 14
EE] v16 to v20 16 - 20
10 sex 22
11 v24 24
12 age 26-27
13 metres 29-32
14 feet 34
15 0O inches 36-37 .
16
1?} execute |
[ [PASW Statistics Processorisready | | [n17Col9 [ [NUM |

[NB: The blank lines are not necessary, but it's clearer if you separate commands.]

Make sure the cursor is in or on the line and click the green triangle » to run the job.

The Data Editor in Data View  will now look like this:

% *Untitled? [] - PASW Statistics Data Editor
File  Edit ‘iew Data Transform Anaslyze Graphs Ulillies Add-ons  Window  Help

Er"! Hia=] &

11D W

‘Vlslb\e: 21 01 21 Yatiables

‘1 serial
| serial \| W | w8 | w7 | e | v | et | w2 | wvd | v | w7 | wva | wvis | w0 | sex |
1 [ 1 3 5 2 1 4 1 1 2 5 1 2 5 . . 1
2 2 1 4 5 3 p p 3 3 3 1 2 3 4 2
3 3 2 3 4 1 5 3 4 3 5 1 R
4 4 1 2 3 4 5 2 3 4 4 1 3 2
5 5 2 4 5 3 1 1 4 E] 5 1 2 5 2
k] [F

Data View || Varishle View

| PASW Statistics Processor is ready | | | | |

Data Editor in Data View after data read in




...and in Variable View

i3 *Untitled2 [] - PASW Statistics Data Editor
File Edit “iew Data Transform  Analyze Graphs  Ulities  Add-ons  Window  Help

SHe W v~ Bl 8 BN B2 109 %

| Mame ” Type " Width ” Dacimals " Label " Yalues || Missing " Columns ” Align " Measure
1 |seria| |Numeric 2 0 Mone Maone ] = Right & Scale
2 i Murneric 1 0 MNane Mone 4 = Right &5 Marminal
3 v5 Murmeric 1 0 MNone Maone 4 = Right &5 Mominal
4 i} Murmeric 1 0 MNane Mone 4 Right &5 Marminal
5 W Murmeric 1 0 Maone Maone 4 = Right &5 Mominal
]

Data ‘iews || Variable View

‘ |PASW Statistics Processor is ready | | ‘ ‘ |

In the Measure column, symbols and measurement levels have replaced "Unknown". All
variables except serial and age have been classified as Nominal, even though some of them
are at least interval if not ratio scales. This is because PASW 18 only classifies a variable as
Scale if it has many values (tail wagging dog again!). It's a bit confusing, but don't worry about
it: we can change the measurement level manually later. The main job at the moment is to get
the data into SPSS and create a saved file.

Switch back to Data View

i *Untitled2 [] - PASW Statistics Data Editor

Fie Edt View Data Iransform  Anslyze Graphs  Uities Addons Window Help

HHE& e » Bl M M BT {90 %
h

1 cerial [Visible: 21 o1 21 variables
seial | | v | & w [ 8 | wvio | v | w2 | vt | we | w7 | wa | w9 | w20 | sex |

1 1 3 5 2 1 4 1 1 2 5 1 5 . . 1=
2 2 1 4 5 3 2 2 3 3 3 1 2 3 4 2
3 3 2 3 4 1 5 3 4 3 5 1 1
4 4 1 23 4 5 2 3 4 4 1 3 2

5 5 2 4 &5 13 1 1 4 3 5 1 2 5 2l |

5 5 1 5 2z 4 3 2 1 3 4 1 2 3 5 2
7 7 1 5 3 4 2 2 1 2 5 1 2 1
8 8 2 5 4 3 1 2 1 2 5 1 . 1
9 9 1 4 5 2z 3 2 2 2 5 1 2 3 2

10 10 1 5 3 2z 4 3 2 3 4 3 24

1 M

Wariable View

‘ |Pasvy Statistics Processar is reay | | | | [

Use the bar at bottom left to scroll to the right to see rest of the data up to inches, or the side
bar at right to scroll down through all the cases. You can slide the column markers between the
variable names to make the columns narrower and get all the variables into view, thus:

38 "Untitled2 [] - PASW Statistics Data Editor,
File Edit ‘iew Data Transform Analyze Graphs Utlities Add-ons  Window  Help

M BAOH 490 %

‘visible 21 of 21 Yariahles

Sda e x BELI R E
|

I serial ” wd || v ” W || W || s ” v10 ” ¥11 || ¥12 ” w14 HVWE" ¥17 ” v18 ” ¥19 || ¥20 ” SEX ” V24 ” age || metres ” feet ” inches ”

1 13 s 2 1 4 1 1 2 s 1 2 5 . 1 3 @ 5 10 §

2 201 4 5 3 2 2 3 3 3 1 2 3 4 2 1M 5 7

3 3 2 3 4 1 5 3 4 3 5 1 1 2 @ 5 8

4 4 1 2 3 4 5 2 3 4 4 1 3 . 2 1 29 5 6

5 5 2 4 5 3 1 1 4 3 5 1 2 =5 2 2 5 3

6 6 1 5 2 4 3 2 1 3 4 1 2 3 5 2 127 5 5 i

7 71 & 3 4 2 2 1 2 5 1 2 1 4 6 5 "

8 8 2 5 4 3 1 2 1 2 5 1 1 1 26 5 3

E} 3 1 4 5 2 3 2 2 2 5 1 2 3 2 13 5 1

10 o 1 & 3 2 4 3 2 3 4 3 2 1 22 5 3
[ ————————————— [+]

Data View | Variahle Vigw

| P&V Statistics Processar is reacy ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ |




If you like you can add your own answers to the full data set by completing the questionnaire,
transferring your data to the coding sheet and then entering your data directly into the Data
Editor in Data View mode after the last case, currently case 169, so you will be case 170 or
later. This will help you understand how the original data set was generated and possibly show
you how mistakes can happen. You will be surprised how easy it is to get correct data in the
wrong position or even incorrect data in the right position, especially if you are entering data
from long batteries of attitude or similar scales.

Most students have only given their heights in either metres or feet and inches, so at some
point we shall need to calculate a derived variable, height in metres for all cases. A bit
complicated for beginners, but this is dealt with later in the course.

At this point it is essential to save the first edition of your work.

In the Data Editor click on File > Save As ...

3 *Untitled2 [] - PASW Statistics Data Editor (=13
File Edit View Data Transform Analyze Graphs  Utiities  Add-ons  Window  Help
ey » Al
- W BLAREY Bl 00 %
Open Databasze 3 ‘Vis\ble. 21 of 21 Varisbles
[E} Read Text Data.. W8 | w0 | vl | w12 | w14 |wIB| w17 | w18 | w13 | W20 | sex | 24 | age | metres | feet | inches
(3] 4 1 1 2 5 1 2 5 . 1 3 32 5 10 a
I save Ciries 2 2 3 3 31 2 3 4 2 T 44 i 7
Save As a 3 4 3 a 1 1 2 3 i &}
By s Al Dt a 2 3 4 4 1 3 2 13 a 5]
. 1 1 4 3 5 1 2 5 2 2 M 5 3
F_& Export to Database... 3 5 1 3 41 5 3 5 5 1 77 5 5 1
s 2 2 1 2 a 1 2 1 4 B a 1"
B/ Rename Dataset 12 1 2 5 1 1 1% 3 3
Dizplay Data File Information » 3 2 2 2 5 1 2 3 2 1 3 5 4
ES Cache Dat... F 3 2 3 4 3 2 1 2 5 =
o OO H
! Switch Server...
|4, Prirt Preview
g Print Ciri+p PASW Statistics Processar is ready ‘ | | ‘ |

Navigate to your folder myclass

it Save Data As

Look in: |hi‘| myclass

@ myfirstspss.sav

Keeping 21 of 21 variablez. [ Variables... ]

File nams: | | Save
Save as type: |F‘A5W Slatistics (*.zav) n | Paste
=
[l

If the folder contains any SPSS files in *.sav format, they will be displayed as icons. There may
be other types of file in the same folder, but they will not be displayed. SPSS will automatically
assign the extension .sav to the file to be saved.



Write myclass1 in the filename box

z2f Save Data As

Look in: |Ia myclazs

E myfirstzpes szav

Keeping 21 of 21 variables.

File name: |W'3|3331| |

Save as type: |PASW Statistics (*.sav) - |
.Sg e value labels
.Ea : B

[
=]
[=
e
=]
4!

M

and click on
Congratulations!

You have just created your very first non-trivial proper SPSS saved file.

Your folder myclass should now look like this:

]

myclass :| |E X|

File Edit View Favorites Tools Help ﬂ.
Q- Q- ¥ Pseach [ - agress [ v 8
5 '-.“_‘_) & | £ar -1__-__ olders E < ; Address gs\Owner'\Desktopimycdass o

A
. ~ = = myclass = myfirstspss
File and Folder Tasks = == | TextDooument == | TextDooument
TKB 1KB
:3 Make & new folder
&) Publish this folder to myfirstspss E myfirstspss
the Web L3 PASW Statistics Data Document o PASW Statistics Syntax File
& Share this folder 2KB » L R
myclass1
PASW Statistics Data Document
Other Places 5 KB
w




Hang on, we haven't finished yet! You also need to save your syntax file, preferably with a
name linked directly to the saved file, but this time with a *.sps extension ie myclass1.sps .

Go back to your syntax file:

E2 *Syntax1 - PASW Statistics Syntax Editor 9{i=] ]
File Edit View Data Transform Analyze Graphs Ufiities Add-ons Run  Toole Window  Help
: = - W & =
SHele~ §iBLIA N PO VG B B
FOOME M o)
title 1 T title "My first proper SPSS job’ . -
data list 2
exscute 3 Cldata list  file 'c:\Documents and Settings\Owner\Desktopimyclass\myclass txt"

4 records 1

5 M serial 1-2

5 vl to ve 4-8

7 w10 to v12 1012

] w14 14

g v16 to v20 16 - 20

10 sex 22

11 w24 24

12 age 26-27

13 metres 29-32

14 fest 34

15 [} inches 36-37 .

16

wz !!} execute =
| PASW Statistics Processorisready | |  [In17Col9 |  [num |

Click File > Save As ...

= *Syntax1 - PASW Statistics Syntax Editor

File Edt View Data Transform Analyze Graphs Ufiities Add-ons Run Tools Window Help
- | HELFANR PO DO SRD B
Open 3 e ﬂﬂ ‘E 3 Ii'
Open Database 3
- ive: -_Unr\amed. ~
[B Reag Text Data..
[0 close CtrlsF4 title "My first proper SPSS job' . “
H save G |'data list  file 'c:\Documents and Settings\Owner\Desktopimyclass\myclass. txt’
Save As.. records 1
Display Data File Infarmation » 1 serial 1-2
I w4 to v 4-8
@ stop Proczss v10 to v12 1012
B Switch Server w14 14
2 Print. Cirkp V16 ta 20 16 - 20
- sex 22
|4, Print Preview V24 24
Exit age 26-27
13 metres 29-32
14 feet 34
15 1 inches 36-37 .
16
17 P execute . =
Save As PASW Statistics Processor isready | | |17 Col®[  [nNUM |

If the folder contains any SPSS files in *.sps format, they will be displayed as icons. There may
be other types of file in the same folder, but they will not be displayed. SPSS will automatically
assign the extension .sps to the file to be saved.

£= Save Syntax As

(X

Look in: ||E:| myclass

myfirstzpss.sps

File name: | | [ Save ]
Save as type: |Syntax (*.zps) S |
Encoding:  [Loeal Encoding )




Write Imyclassl |inthe File name box:

£= Save Syntax As

Look in: |[E:| myclass Y| L] mEEE

myfirstzpez.sps

File name: |rrryclass1| | us'ﬁ“’
Save as type:! |S'_.rntax (*sps) . |
Encoding:  |Local Encoding M|

Make sure Save as type: shows Syntax (*.sps) | and click on Save to save your syntax file as
myclassl.sps in folder myclass

Folder myclass will now look something like this.

& myclass

File Edit View Favorites Tools Help E"

Qe - Q Lﬂ: p Search [[~ Folders 73] Address | 3 gs\Owner\pesktop\mydass v | [ Go

A
. ~ = = myclass = myfirstspss
File and Folder Tasks = —— | TeytDocument = — | Toyt Document
7KB 1KB
(2 Make a new folder
@ Publish this folder to myfirstspss E myfirstspss
the Web L3 PASW Statistics Data Document o PASW Statistics Syntax File
& Share this folder ZKB » L pa
myclass1 myclass1
PASW Statistics Data Document PASW Statistics Syntax File
Other Places a kKB 1KB

At every stage successfully completed after this, it is also essential to SAVE YOUR WORK!!

We've still got a couple of data checks to do, but we'll do that in the next exercise.

End of session
Next session: 1.3.3.8 Checking your data (again)

[Back to Block 1 menu]



http://surveyresearch.weebly.com/block-1-from-questionnaire-to-spss-saved-file.html

